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exhibit, the United States will need to look to her laurels. An 
adequate representation of our part in the progress of astronomy- 
would undoubtedly substantiate our claim to an important position 
among the nations engaged in the advancement of research. 



THE WORLD'S CONGRESS AUXILIARY OF THE 
WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION.* 



DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY. GENERAL 
DIVISION OF MATHEMATICS AND ASTRONOMY. 



Preliminary Address of the General Committee of the World ' s Congress 
Auxiliary on Mathematics and Astronomy. 



George W. Hough, LL. D., Chairman. 



The World's Congress Auxiliary is an organization main- 
tained by the World's Columbian Exposition, and approved by 
"the Government of the United States, for the purpose of organ- 
izing a series of Congresses or Conventions to be held during the 
progress of the Exposition in 1893, an d which will bring together 
the leading scholars of the world for the mutual interchange of 
ideas on topics bearing on human progress. 

A Scientific Congress to present and consider investigations 
in its special lines of research from all parts of the world, cannot 
fail to exert an important influence in the progress of scientific 
development. The personal interchange of views in regard to 
methods of observation and investigation will undoubtedly be 
productive of mutual benefit to the members of the Congress, 
as well as of lasting value to science. 

The General Committee on Mathematics and Astronomy pre- 
sents this Preliminary Address, cordially inviting the co-operation 
of all persons and societies interested in this department of phy- 
sical science. 

As the matter assigned to this Committee covers a large field 
in Physical Science, it has been thought advisable to arrange the 
subjects to be considered under the following Chapters and Sec- 
tions, in which in consideration of its recent development and 
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growing importance, Astro-physics has been assigned a separate 
Chapter from other branches of general Astronomy. 

The following are some of the topics suggested for considera- 
tion under the several Chapters : 

CHAPTER I.— Pure Mathematics. 

Section a. History and Bibliography. 

Section b. Arithmetic and Theory of Numbers. 

Section c. Analysis. 

Section d. Geometry. 

Section e. Analytical Mechanics. 

Section f. Mathematical Physics. 

CHAPTER II.— Astronomy. 

Section a. History of Astronomy. 
Section b. Astronomical Instruments. 
Section c. Methods of Observation. 
Section d. Physical Astronomy. 
Section e. Observatory Buildings. 

CHAPTER III.— Astro-physics. 
Section a. Spectrum Analysis. 
Section b. Astronomical Photography. 
Section c. Stellar Photometry. 

The object of this Preliminary Address is simply to bring the 
subject of the Congress to the notice of the scientific men of the 
world for advice and suggestions as to the general conduct of 
the convention, and in particular as to the scientific questions 
to be discussed. Recommendations of themes to be discussed 
and of persons to present them are especially solicited from the 
members of the Advisory Council of the Astronomical Congress. 
The Advisory Councils constitute the non-resident branches of the 
Auxiliary Committees. Additions to these Councils will be made 
from time to time. Communications may be addressed to the 
Chairman of the General Committee, or to the Chairman of the 
proper Special Committee. 

It is expected that men eminent in special lines of research 
will be invited to furnish papers on the leading topics under con- 
sideration. The suggestions and recommendations invited will be 
used in the formation of the programme for the Congress. 
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The Chairman of the Special Committees of the several Chap- 
ters under the charge of the General Committee, are as follows : 

On Pure Mathematics — Prof. E. H. Moore, Chicago University, 
Chicago, 111. 

On Astronomy — Prof. G. W. Hough, Dearborn Observatory, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, 111. 

On Astro-physics — Prof. Geo. E. Hale, Kenwood Astro-phy- 
sical Observatory, Chicago, 111. 

Geo. W. Hough, Chairman. 

Elias Colbert, Vice- Chairman. 
E. H. Moore, R. W. Pike, 

George E. Hale, Geo. C. Comstock, 

G. A. Douglass, W. W. Payne. 

Malcolm McNeill, 
Committee of the World' s Congress Auxiliary on a 
Congress of Mathematicians and Astronomers. 

World's Congress Headquarters, 
Chicago, March, 1892. ' 



THE BRITISH ASTRONOMICAL ASSOCIATION. 



The British Astronomical Association was formed in October, 
1890, for the purpose of securing the co-operation of astronomical 
observers throughout the country,, and at the same time to meet 
the wishes and requirements of many who, though interested in 
astronomy, have found themselves precluded by one cause or 
another from joining the Royal Astronomical Society. It numbers 
already upwards of seven hundred members of whom more than 
one hundred are resident in the colonies and foreign countries, 
the United States in particular furnishing a numerous and distin- 
guished contingent. A large number of ladies have also availed 
themselves of the advantages of the Association and become mem- 
bers and many regularly attend the meetings. 

Thirteen Sections have already been formed, under experi- 
enced directors, for the purpose of organized and systematic work 
in the various departments of astronomical research. They are as 
follows : Solar, Solar Spectroscopic, Lunar, fupiter, Saturn, Mars, 
Cometary, Colored, Variable and Double Stars, Stellar Spectro- 
scopic, Meteoric and Photographic. 



